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expediting bulls of bishoprics only. The payment of these was continued till about the 25th year of Hen. VIII. cap. 20. and then an act was made, reciting, that since the beginning of that Parliament another statute was made for the suppressing the exaction of Annates of archbishops and bishops, wrongfully taken by the Pope; and that no Bishop hereafter shall pay the same, under the penalty of forfeiture of his goods and chattels to the King, and all his temporal possessions belonging to his bishopric, during the time he should have any title to the same; which act is not printed. But the Parliament being unwilling to proceed to extremities, remitted the putting that act in execution to the King himself, that if the Pope would either put down Annates, or so moderate the payment by a certain time, that they might no longer be a burthen to the people, then the King by letters patent might declare the act should be of no force. The Pope having notice of all this matter, and taking no care to reform those exactions, that statute was confirmed; and because it only extended to Annates paid for archbishoprics and bishoprics, therefore in the very next year another statute was made 26 Hen. VIII. cap, 3. that not only those first-fruits formerly paid by bishops, but those of every other spiritual living, should be paid to the King; and in this act there is a clause, that if any person should be convicted by presentment, confession, or witnesses before the Lord Chancellor or commissioners, &c. to have entered on a spiritual living before payment or composition made for the same, he should forfeit double the value of such first-fruits : and because in that statute it was not declared when the year should commence for the payment of the first-fruits, that is to say, whether from the death, resignation, or deprivation of the incumbent, or from the time of his successor's being admitted to the benefice; therefore about two years afterwards another act was made, by which it was enacted that the year shall commence immediately after the avoidance. Notwithstanding these laws, there were still some apprehensions, that upon the death of several prelates who were then very old, great sums of money would be conveyed to Rome by their successors, therefore Anno 33 Hen. VIII. it was enacted, that all contribu-